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Introduction
It has been suggested that the lack of stimulation of the gingivae, as with a soft diet, may lead to stasis of the circulation and a softening of the tissue.1 This would allow food particles to become trapped within the gingival sulcus and the space to become enlarged.
Irritation and inflammation may then develop.
Conclusion
The results of this study indicate that diet texture, which is important in the oral health of domestic canids, is also a significant factor in the oral health of captive wolves. The wolves fed a hard, dry, extruded diet exhibited significantly lower levels of plaque accumulation on susceptible teeth than those fed a soft, moist, meat based diet. There was little change in the sulcus depth over the study period, and the values obtained may represent normal sulcus depth in timber wolves.
